
Help us this year 
as we seek to fill as 
many shoeboxes as 
possible to give to 

children in need. 
Shoeboxes are due 
by November 14. 

Questions?  
See Dot Craig or 
Sharron Shands. 
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September, October,  
& November 2010 

605 Jones Street ~ Old Hickory, TN   
615-847-2240 ~ www. ohnaz.org 

Lead Pastor:  Jimmy Blackman 
Pastor of Worship & Administration :  Randy Kinder  

Pastor of Youth & Families:   Chad St. John                                
Pastor of Children & Families: Leasa Williams 

From the Pastor’s Pen - “I Can’t Fix It”  
“I can’t fix it.” 
Bill Cosby never would have said that.  Perhaps you remember the Cosby Show, either from its first run (I do) or in reruns on TV Land.  
Bill Cosby always thought of himself as a capable handyman.  His wife did not share that sentiment.  Too many times she had seen Bill 
tackle what would have been a small job for a skilled repairman, turning it into a much larger job requiring much more expertise to han-
dle.  He just never could admit that he could not “fix it.” 
 
“I can’t fix it.”   Those words might be said in a number of situations— 
All the king’s men standing over Humpty Dumpty. 
The repairman looking at a television set that lightning claimed the night before. 
A little boy with his bike at his feet, his eyes looking upward at Daddy. 
Perhaps that same daddy with a wrench in his hand, looking at his son and standing over that same bike. 
A husband and wife sitting at the table, looking at an overwhelming pile of bills and notices alongside a bank statement that reveals the 
painful truth. 
A husband praying for his wife, because she has left him and he doesn’t know where she is. 
A mom and dad praying over a son or daughter, asking God to move on their child’s behalf because they have done all they can do to 
help him. 
A doctor looking into the eyes of a long-time patient and delivering the diagnosis that he did not want to deliver. 
 
We have trouble with “I can’t fix it.”   For me, one of the hardest things in the world is to be faced with what seems to be an impossible 
situation and have to admit that I cannot change it for the better.  Perhaps, however, that is just the place where God can move in un-
usual ways.  God uses those situations—those mountains that we cannot move—to get our attention.  In those moments, when we admit 
our limits, our inability, He is able to remind us of His ability and His lack of limits.  In those places we find that faith truly becomes 
faith.  In those moments we learn the meaning of casting our cares on Him, and how He cares for us.   He will cause all things to work 
together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.  Will He “fix it” the way we want it fixed?  Not nec-
essarily…but He will bring about His good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
God is good.  He can be trusted.  What impossible situation is there that you can’t fix?  What mountain is there that you can’t move?  I 
encourage you to release your impossibility to God, and to trust Him to do what only He can do. 
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Sunday, October 24 @ OHN 



The Children at Old Hickory are Important! I just want to say THANK YOU for bringing your child to 
Sunday School, to Morning Worship, and for dinner and bible study on Wednesday nights! Getting your 
child plugged into the events at OHN will help develop your child spiritually, mentally, and physically! 
Please know that each and everyone of your children are valued and loved! If you have not been as 
faithful in your attendance in some of the activities we offer, please decide TODAY to be here this com-
ing Sunday for Sunday School! Your child will thank you and God will bless you and your family! 
 
September 4 - Kids Pool Party @ 10:00am at Shawna Ruffin's home 
September 5   @ 10:00am- Children's Quizzing begins - 1st & 2nd Samuel - Johnnie Tanner and  
       Jennifer Houchin will be leading. All practices thereafter will be on Sunday's at 4:30pm. 
September 5  - Family Worship and Alabaster Sunday 
September 12 & 19 - Kingdom Kids in OUR NEW KK ROOM!!! 
September 26 - 9:00AM - KIDZ in Missions with William and Patricia Summers 
September 26  - Family Worship, Faith Promise, and Communion 
October 2 @ 10:00am - Family Fall Fun @ Madison Creek Farms in 
Goodlettsville. Meet at the church at 10:00am or at the farm at 10:30am 
for a fun day of hayride or wagon rides, corn maze, pumpkin patch, honey 
from the hive, petting zoo, farm market, and refreshments. This is a 
CHURCH wide Family event (co-sponsored with Women’s Ministries) 
October 3 and 17  - Family Worship 
October 10, 24, and 31 - Kingdom Kids in KK room 
October 13 @ 6:45PM - BADGE PROGRAM Begins - Lisa Killebrew will be our Director 
October 24 @ 9:00AM - KIDZ in Missions with William and Patricia Summers 
October 30 - TRUNK or TREAT - 6:00 - 8:00pm  
November 7 & 28 - Family Worship (28th marks the fi rst Sunday of Advent)  
November 14 & 21 - Kingdom Kids in KK room  
November 21 @ 9:00AM  -  KIDZ IN MISSIONS with William and Patricia Summers 
 
               ~ Pastor Leasa Williams, Pastor of Children and Families 

Church Office and  
Administration Information  

This newsletter marks our first as 
a quarterly newsletter. We will 

being to produce the newsletter by 
our church quarters, and as such, 

this one covers Sept.—Nov.  
On the first Sunday of every 

month, we will have a calendar 
available in the foyer and in the 
bulletin for the upcoming activi-
ties. We encourage you to check 
the website, www.ohnaz.org, or 
call the church office at (615) - 

847-2240  if you ever have  
questions about events.  

 
The church office is open 

Monday—Thursday 
9 am—3 pm 

 
www.ohnaz.org ~ (615) 847-2240 

ohnazarene@bellsouth.net  
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Ladies of OHN!! 
Where did the summer go?  My family was busy with traveling to Texas, Minnesota, and 
visiting my family in Selmer.  I also painted my whole house inside and put new floor in 
Jackson’s bathroom. I am now back to work and wondering where my summer vacation 
went!  Maybe that’s why I am so excited Women’s Retreat is in September—it gives you 
time to recoup from summer and have fun with my girls!!  The District Women’s Retreat 
is September 17-19 at Garner Creek in Dickson, TN.  If you want to go, there’s still 
time!!  Please see me or Shawna Ruffin ASAP.  We also have teamed up with the Chil-
dren’s ministry for a family fun outing at Madison Creek Farms on Saturday, October 2.  
Secret Sister has ended and we are working to find a date to get together for lunch or din-
ner to reveal our secret sisters!!  Be watching for that date in the bulletin. Many exciting 
days are ahead—love you all!!                     ~ Laura Baum, Women’s Ministries Director 

MISSION MOMENTS  
The Jesus Film teams around the world recently reported that 
more than 10,000,000 (ten million) decisions for Christ have 
been made over the last 12 years. Praise the Lord! 
 
Our LINKS missionaries are James and Patricia Smith. They 
are now retired and are pastoring a small church in Oklahoma. 
LINKS is Loving, Interested Nazarenes, Knowing & Sharing. 
We will have these for 2 years. 
 
Alabaster Offerings are needed especially in places like Africa 
where the church is growing so fast that the region is having a 
hard time keeping up. Give your love offering for Alabaster 
on September 5th. 

 
What is your Faith Promise offering? It is not a pledge, but is a love offering given beyond your tithe. The greatest event 
of our church year is Faith Promise Weekend, Sept. 25 & 26. You will enjoy hearing Brian Helstrom. 
 
The NMI Dinner is on Oct. 6th. We have guests that night from the Hermitage Church of the Nazarene. They will share 
about their recent trip to Africa. 
 
November 7-14 are when our shoe boxes need to be turned in. These are for Samaritan's Purse. We fill the boxes with toys 
and items that will excite children around the world that do not have much. 
 
November 21st is the Sunday that we give our Thanksgiving Offering.  
We all have so much to be thankful for so we give to help others.    Sharron Shands, NMI President 



SOMETHING FOR YOUR HEART 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in 
the beginning." (John 1:1-2) 
 
In the first chapter of his book about Jesus, John packs some huge ideas about Jesus into just a few sim-
ple sentences. That's good writing. Even those of us who take God's Word as just that don't often give it 
credit for being well written. God took great care to make sure the words used to communicate His Word 
were not just meaningful, but also delivered with excellence. 
 
It's no accident, then, that John's first big idea is to call Jesus "the Word." You've probably heard that the 
original Greek word for "word" is logos. The first thing we learn about this logos is that it's more than just a 
connection between God and the material world; it is a He. The logos is a person -- a person who has been 
around since the beginning, a person who has been with God, a person who is God.  
 
Thinking : Have you ever wondered why John called Jesus "the Word" and not "the Picture"? Why do you 
think God puts such value on words? Why not reveal His truth in video instead of text? 
Pray: Ask God to help you get to know Him better by better understanding His Word and all the words in it. 
Do: Think about memorizing John 1:1-14 over the next month. 
 
Coming Events!!!!  
Sept. 19 Bunch 2 Lunch at Salsarita's in Mt Juliet after the morning service. 
Oct. 24: Bunch 2 Lunch & Jump Zone in Franklin - 1-4 PM (indoor inflatables). 
Nov. 27: Laser Quest in Nashville 6 PM at church. Home by 10 PM 
Dec. 22: Teen Christmas Party at church if possible. 7-9 PM 
With Blessings - Pastor Chad St. John, Pastor of Youth and Families  

Wow! It’s been a BIG job getting acquainted with all the details and ministries under the 
SDMI umbrella and an even bigger job getting my feet wet as the SDMI President. I don’t 
know about you, but when I thought about SDMI, my first thought is Sunday School.  While 
that is a large and important ministry for SDMI, it is certainly not the only emphasis. SDMI 
stands for Sunday School and Discipleship Ministries International. Discipleship is more than 
passing on information. It’s means we develop relationships by immersing others with the love 
of Christ by teaching them to obey all that Jesus commands us. We do this by breaking up our 
teaching into different ministries. At Old Hickory these include Children, Youth, Adult, and 
Missions. These ministries are broken down even further into things like, Quizzing, Caravans, 
Refuel, Men’s, Women’s, and even Greeters and Ushers. I don’t know about you, but I had no 
idea that SDMI meant all of that in addition to Sunday School.  
 

 The SDMI Council has been busy getting acquainted with where these ministries are today, and what we can do to help 
our church carry out the Great Commission by helping to prepare our children, youth, and adults for a lifetime of mak-
ing Christlike disciples. We understand that this has to start at home and so our goal has been “getting back to the ba-
sics”. The basics includes good communication and information that is past down timely to our members. We plan to 
help you become more informed about our church ministries over the next few weeks. We hope this information helps 
to trigger an interest or passion and inspire you to want to know more. Here is a look at what we have planned: 

¨ We have already started introducing you to our different councils, we will continue to do this through our Sun-
day Morning Worship Service. 

¨ September 12 will be our Sunday School and Building Open House. This will be a time for you to see the awe-
some improvements to our building as well as meet and greet our fabulous Sunday School teachers. 

¨ We will be working to introduce you to the 4 “Ships” of Old Hickory through a special newsletter, and how you 
can get connected to the ships through our CLT, so be looking for that in the coming weeks. 

¨ In October we are looking to expand upon “Connections” by improving our Sunday School Attendance through 
some friendly competition. 

¨ We will be working on conducting a Sunday School Teacher retreat and training sometime in late October or early Novem-
ber, details to come. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your SDMI President. I look forward to an exciting fall at Old Hickory and 
please don’t hesitate to talk to me when you see me at church or contact me through email, phone, or facebook with any 
suggestions or comments you might have. 
         Blessings to you all ~ Shawna Ruffin, SDMI President 



Homecoming on  
the Hill 2010 @ TNU 

November 5 - 7 

���������	
��	�
����	������������	
��	�
����	������������	
��	�
����	������������	
��	�
����	��� ����
������������������������������

����������	
�	��
���������������
�	��
��������
�

¨ ������
�������������������������� ��������	

������
����������

�������
¨ ��������� ���!�"���������� ����������������
����������

������
¨ #������������$%$ ����

���������
����������

������ ��������	
�����
���
�����
¨ ����&�"������&�����������!�����#������� ' ���� �������
����������

����!�
¨ (��������������������)*�� ����

��"������
���������#��$�%�&�'��% 
� �(����)� �
¨ ����+,������' ���

��#�����
���������*���+��"����#��
���', 
� ��� 
� �(����)�
¨ &������-��� ����

���������+������������
�����

“Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places  
you can, At all the times you can,  To all the peop le you can, As long as ever you can.”        

John Wesley writes these words (though there is some dispute as to whether or not they are his) and lived his 
life by this principle. It was a life that was not easy. It often lead him into difficult and trying situations, left him 
weary and broken, caused him great physical and emotional turmoil, and stole his heart. It was his sheer and 
utter love and passion for God that drove him. After all, God had so drastically changed him and transformed him 
through the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, how could he help but do “whatever it took” to minister. 
 
Sometimes, we find ourselves struggling to find our place in ministry. We are all called to be ministers. Perhaps if 
we really and truly allowed our lives to come under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, it would never be a question of 
time, choice, energy, passion, or priority. Too often, we find ourselves giving all of ourselves to anything and eve-
rything but Jesus. We surrender so quickly, dismissing the call to do “hard” ministry in the name of Christ, be-
cause often it requires sacrifice and sometimes even suffering. Much like John Wesley, we must find within our-
selves the deep and lasting passion of a new and changed being so that we can press on toward the goal that is 
knowing Christ and serving. We are not called to do the easy things friends, we are called to do whatever God 
orders in our lives. Surrender becomes the order of the day.  
 
May our prayer this day be: “Lord, I surrender myself to you. My family, my finances, my career, my time, my 
goals, my dreams, my desires, my heart, my life, my very being—it is yours. Use me as an instrument of your 
peace that I may minister to those around me. Forever yours, passionately driven, eternally changed. Amen.”  
Grace and Peace today!         ���������	
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�� , Pastor of Worship Arts and Administration 


