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Will Harvey and Eric Smith have been our ministry interns this semester. Will has visited in the hospital with me
and has had opportunity to teach and preach (the Senior Classics group was a very supportive audience). He has also
worked with Pastor Randy on administration. Will will graduate this semester. His plans are to serve as a mission volun-
teer in Ireland for a year and then to continue his education at Nazarene Theological Seminary.

Eric has worked with Pastor Chad for the past year on Wednesday nights, teaching, helping with games, and
whatever else Pastor Chad has needed. Eric received his first district license this past week. He has one more year at
TNU.

I want to say a special thanks to these young men. They have done well, not only serving in ministry but also in
becoming a part of our fellowship. We have been enriched by their presence and ministry. And let me thank you for re-
ceiving them into our church family.

The other day one of our ladies greeted Will warmly with not just a handshake but with a hug. I was touched by
that. For a brief time this has been more than a place to serve for them. It has been home away from home, a place to be-
long. You have enriched their lives as much or more than they have enriched ours. Eric will have another year, while Will
is moving on. But Old Hickory is a part of them now, and they will never forget their time with us. Maybe you won’t ei-
ther. You have loved well and done well — Thank you for loving them.

Blessings — Pastor Jimmy, Lead Pastor
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John Wesley was a peculiar man. Dabbling in all manner of research, he even worked to develop an
electro-shock machine and new kinds of medicines — often testing all these things out on himself! This semes-
ter, | have spent a large amount of time reading about the life and theology of John Wesley, specifically, that
which shaped Wesley. Firmly believing in the Holy Word as the authoritative book of life, Wesley spent a lot of
time reading the Word, praying, fasting, and participating in the sacraments. He was a devout man.

He would often rise by 4 a.m., as illustrated in his multiple volumes of journals, and begin his day by
reading the Word for 2 hours before his morning prayers. The interesting thing about Wesley is throughout
much of his life, in spite of his devoutness, he struggled for assurance of salvation. He still struggled with
whether or not he was worthy and receiving of God’s love. What does that say for the likes of me? | have
found myself wrestling with my own spiritual disciplines this semester, sensing a call to go even deeper still
with God in the word and sacrament. | have found myself renewed by it.

Perhaps one of, it not the most important part of the sacraments for Wesley, was the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. He believed that there was, in it, a renewing and restoring measure of grace as brought by the
Holy Spirit. There was a real presence of God in that moment, in the lives of believers. As we come to the table,
we often think of the sacrifice that was made, but perhaps it is also us presenting ourselves as a sacrifice to the
Living God as well. This is the mystery of Christ - that he trusts the likes of us to serve His kingdom.

Wesley wrote very few hymns (his brother, however, wrote TONS). One of the few he authored has
spoken to me in recent days: Author of life divine who hast a table spread, Furnished with mystic wine and ev-
erlasting bread, Preserve the life Thyself hast given and feed and train us up for Heav’n. Our needy souls sus-
tain with fresh supplies of love, Till all Thy life we gain and all Thy fullness prove, And, strengthened by Thy
perfect grace, behold without a veil Thy face.

And best of all is, God Is With Us!! — Pastor Randy, Pastor of Worship Arts and Administration




KINGDOM KIDZ KORNER

May 2 Baby Day — All kids in Adult Worship

May 12 KIDS FUNDRAISER DINNER and SILENT DESSERT AUCTION *
May 28 Family Movie Night @ 7:00pm

June 6 Caravan Badge Ceremony in AM service/ All kids in Adult Worship
August 2 -6 Xtreme Sports Life Camp

*We are continuing to fundraise to help our children go to church camp in June. ALL camp registra-
tion forms are due to Pastor Leasa by May 5th with a NON-REFUNDABLE $10 Early Bird regis-
tration fee! The dates for our children's camps are:

Pre-teen Camp: June 7th—11th - $140 per child

Middler Camp: June 21st—25th - $140 per child
Primary Camp: June 28th—July 1 - $125 per child

~ Leasa Williams, Pastor of Children and Families
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Wednesday REFUEL Dinners in May!
May 5 — Cinco de Mayo Missions Dinner
and NMI Presentation
May 12 — Kids Camp Fundraiser Dinner

Ex with Dessert Silent Auction
May 19 — Teen Dinner Camp Fundraiser

REFUEL May 26 — Kids Dinner Camp Fundraiser
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***Please note that REFUEL meals will dismiss for ;
the summer during June and July*** :
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Join us for one of our REFUEL classes on Wednesday nights!!

Having a Real
Relationship
with Goo




You don’t have to give birth to someone to be a mother. | know this first-
hand. My own mother did not raise me. | was actually raised by my aunt, my fa-
ther’s sister. My parents divorced when | was 2, and my father won custody. My
father moved us to Texas because of work, but after a few weeks, he realized that he
couldn’t leave me with a babysitter all day with no family around. It wasn’t fair. ﬂ
That is how I ended up with my aunt and uncle who were newlyweds with no kids of
their own at the time. Can you say sacrifice and the most selfless thing you can do?

To me, my aunt IS my mother. She was the one that took care of me when |
was sick. She knew my every need without me even saying a word. She is still the
one | tell all my deep, dark secrets to. She’s the first one I run to in any situation,
good or bad. She’s always been there for me and loves me as if she carried me for 9
months and gave birth to me. I love her as if she did!

God is like that. When we don’t have someone in our life, like a father or a
mother, he is our Heavenly Father. He is always there for us.

2 Corinthians 6:18 (NIV) — "1 will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the
Lord Almighty."”

Happy Mother’s Day to all the “Moms” of the world! We are so very thankful for each and every one of
you.

Remember you secret sister!!

~Laura Baum, Women’s Ministry Director

Newsletter Survey
Do you enjoy receiving the newsletter? In an effort to continue to be as efficient as possible, we have
combined the May and June news in this issue. Please give us your feedback either by emailing:
ohnazarene@bellsouth.net or talking to one of our Pastoral Staff members.
Your input will help us determine whether to continue creating a bi-monthly or less frequent
publication. Thanks in advance for your ideas!

MISSION MOMENTS

Since our mission dinner fell on the 5th of May, we are calling it Cinco de Mayo
and serving Mexican food. Our missionaries to South Africa, Phil, Denise, Makenzie,
and Morgyn, will be the speakers for the evening. You will give a donation to the work in
South Africa for your meal, so let's do our best.

Kathryn Shirk is giving out empty 2 gallon zip lock bags with instructions on
what to put in Crisis Care Kits. See her to get one. If you prefer that we fill it for you,
turn it back in with a $20 bill. The kits are due by May 16th. No matter where in the
U.S. or around the world there is a crisis, we have a team that goes in to help. People in
need are handed a Crisis Care Kit, and this is the way you can help.

The district Kid's Mission Jamboree will be June 5th at 11:00 at Camp Garner
Creek. Missionary Matt Price will be there. He has written several children's mission
books.

An added note: Ann Downing will be in concert at 4:00 on June 3rd at Camp Garner
Creek for Prime Time Day of District Camp Meeting. There is a senior discount for the dinner
($6.00), so plan a trip to camp for that day!
— Sharron Shands, NMI President




"He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up
into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ‘Men of Galilee,’
they said, 'why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’ " (Acts 1:9-11)

| don't think “countforward” is a real word, but we're not counting down any more. The countdown was
finished when Jesus walked out of His tomb alive and more powerful than ever. Now the clock is moving forward
toward the day He will return.

In the verses right before these, Jesus said we don't get to know how long. Nobody knows the hour or the
day -- but there is a specific hour, a day on the calendar, coming. He will be back. The Father knows exactly when.
In the meantime, we have a job to do, you and me and all those who believe all of these things we've been talking
about. We have a job to use real power -- the same power of God that raised Jesus from the dead at work in us --
to be witnesses of what we've seen that power accomplish. It's a job that matters. And the clock is ticking. That's
the message of Acts 1.

Think: Are you looking forward to the return of Christ? What difference does His return make in your life? How
seriously do you take the call to be His witness in your world?

Pray: Ask God to help you to make the best use of the power and time He gives to you to accomplish whatever He
asks of you in this life.

Do: Read Acts 1 all the way through.
With Blessings,
Pastor Chad, Pastor to Youth and Families
Coming Events:
May 18™  Teen Fundraising Dinner (For Teen Camps)
June 12-16 High School Camp (Camp Garner Creek)
June 16-20 Junior High Camp (Camp Garner Creek)
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I 6— Kenneth Davis 1— Lewis Velarde . I
| 7— Dwane & Rhonda Emanuelson* 3 — Lester & Darlene Smith* .
. 8— BrendaKirk 4— Tom Chesteen !
I 9— Gracie Smith 5— Aaron & Leasa Williams* |
i 10— Lily Perez, Charlene Thomas 6 — Shelby Haley, Kevin & Sherri Holland*

. 11— Dwane Emanuelson 8 —  Beverly Smith !
I 14— Garry Pratt 9— Lorie Dove I
| 16— Kenneth & Betty Davis* 11— Cindy Knecht .
. 19— Cheyenne Houchin 12—  Christy Perez, Jerry & Dot Cleveland* !
I 21— Dakota Williams 13— Eddie Kirk _ I
* 22— Bobby Boone, Brodie & Jennifer Brown* 14— Deb Ray, Matt & Sharissa Cloud* .
! 25— John & Cherry Richardson* 17— Jimmy Dalton, Matt Yoder, Jason & Kim Hall* |
I 26— Michael Wardlow 19— John Richardson I
* 27— Barbara Loring 20— Buddy Chapman, Grayson Perez, .
! 29—  Beverly (Mrs. Stan) Smith Susan Wallace, Buddy & Reba Chapman* |
I 30— Rebecca Pitzer 23—  Emily Craig, Peyton Williams I
. 24—  Brandon Hansen -
: 25—  Emily Masencup !
I 27—  Sue Baisden, Kelli Holland, |

Dustin & Amber Stewart*

. May 28— Dot Cleveland !
I 29— Landon Dalton, Joyce Davidson, I
. Barney & Debbie Woodard* .

. 30— Chelsea Robertson 1




